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SWISS TEAM TAKES FIRST, SPANISH TEAM IS SECOND AFTER FIRST DAY OF 

SARDINIA ROLEX CUP ACCORDING TO PROVISIONAL RESULTS  

USA and Italy Blue Tied for third; Team Racing Rules Generate Intrigue and Protests  

PORTO CERVO, Italy (June 21, 2004) - In brilliant blue skies and winds between ranging 
between 16 to 20 knots from the west, seven teams from six countries sailed the first two 
races of the Sardinia Rolex Cup, hosted by the Yacht Club Costa Smeralda (YCCS). Two 
races, held in winds that increased to 18 to 21 knots during the course of the day saw fierce 
competition between the teams which had boats ranging in size from 40 ft. to 58 ft. The Swiss 
team, which readfiles Madina, skippered by Dario Ferrari, Papastilla, skippered by Fabio 
Montauti and Sailing Planet, with Gabriele Benussi at the helm, took first place with four 
points. The Spanish team, composed of Bribon Telefonica Movistar, sailed by Pedro Campos, 
Nerone Meridiana skippered by Antonio Sodo Migliori and Vertigo Meridiana, sailed by 
Alberto Signorini, claimed second place with 8 points. The USA team and Italy Blue are tied 
for third with eleven points. At the present time, protests are pending. 

"Our boat was extremely fast down wind today," noted Ferrari of Papastilla. "We were never 
the first boat to the windward mark, but we were able to gain time downwind which was 
critical to our winning both races today."  

According to Campos of Bribon Telefonica Movistar, "The sailing conditions were spectacular, 
a steady strong breeze under clear skies. "However, there is discussion among the fleet 
regarding a separate start for the IMS fleet. Team racing is typically done in the same or 
similar classes of boats. Here we have two fleets, the Swan 45s and the Farr 40s, which are 
fairly similar in terms of performance. What we have seen today is that the larger IMS boats 
have been able to significantly impact the results in both races."  

At the end of racing today, several skippers of the Farr 40s and Swan 45s were considering 
asking for a separate start for the IMS fleet. At press time, the results of this request were not 
known. In addition, the jury is now considering the request that results from all 3 boats per 
team be readfiled instead of taking the best two finishes from each team. 

According to Terry Hutchinson, skipper of the US boat, Talisman, "We had an excellent start 
in the first race and were table to take advantage of the fact that Sailing Planet had sail 
problems. In the second race, we were involved in a tacking duel and lost time to the smaller 
boats. We need to do the best for our boat, but at the same time, contribute to the team 
performance, all part of strategy for team racing."  

About the YCCS: The Yacht Club Costa Smeralda (YCCS) was founded in 1967 by His 
Highness the Aga Khan and a small group of founding members as a non-profit sporting 
association for fellow sailing enthusiasts with a mission to promote related sea and nautical 
activities. Affiliated with the Italian Sailing Federation since 1968 and with the Italian 
Powerboat Federation since 1978, the YCCS promotes and organizes a series of sporting 
events famous the world over. The YCCS also promotes and organizes artistic, cultural and 
scientific initiatives. In addition to its superb yachting facilities, the YCCS features a first-class 
clubhouse that was completely renovated during the past two years. In 2002, the YCCS and 
the New York Yacht Club signed a reciprocal agreement extending mutual privileges to their 



members. The YCCS is the only club in the Mediterranean and one of only four Yacht Clubs 
worldwide to be offered this privilege. Visit www.yccs.it for further information. 

Ufficio Stampa YCCS 
Vincenzo Frigo e M.Luisa Farris 
www.yccs.it; 
pressoffice@yccs.it 
   
 


